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Communities of Discourse
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Project Overview
Over the course of this semester, you will write four major essays on the theme of community:
· MA1 | Finding Your Community
· MA2 | The People and Their Places
· MA3 | Their Problems
· MA4 | Your Writing Journey
You may choose to write all four papers about the same community, or you may decide to explore multiple communities. For example, if you become very interested in the community you choose for your first paper, you can continue to write about it in your other papers. However, if you decide your first choice wasn’t a good fit, you can choose another community for your next paper. Whether you write about one community or more, the purpose of this assignment sequence is simple. We want you to do the following:
· Connect with the world around you. To be a positive force in the world, you must “be” in the world!
· Question what you experience. It’s easy to accept what we see, hear, and read as the “truth,” but to be responsible for our own thoughts, actions, and opinions, we must ask questions.
· Analyze what it means. To truly understand the world around us, we must move past surface level meaning and dig for deeper more complex understandings.
· Understand how what you learn affects you and the world. When we learn, we change. And we can use what changes us to change the world.
At this point, you might be wondering, “What’s in this for me?” That’s a good question.
Learning Objectives
We designed these assignments so that you can develop the following skills:
· Using the stages of the writing process to minimize stress as you write.
· Understanding how to structure an essay.
· Evaluating the effectiveness of a piece of writing.
· Providing constructive feedback.
· Revising your written work.
· Working effectively with others.
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Each of these skills will help you increase your confidence as a writer and reader. And confidence positively affects your performance in school, work, and life.

At School. The skills you learn in this class will improve your performance in your other college classes by enabling you to read and understand your course materials and use the writing process to create well-crafted documents within the time limits you are given. You will also learn to critique your own work, so that you can revise effectively before you submit your assignments.
At Work. We live in a global society, and even if you work from home, you will not work alone. The skills you learn in this class will prepare you to work effectively as a member of team by giving you the opportunity to practice both your oral and written communication skills. Because you will become a confident writer and self-motivated learner, you will be an asset to any organization because every job requires you to communicate both verbally and in writing.
In Life. Navigating your course through life can seem hard. Every day we must make decisions, small and large, and it’s easy to feel like we don’t have the information or knowledge we need to make them wisely. We are constantly bombarded by information. What’s true? What’s not? Over the course of this semester, you will learn to think critically and question effectively so that you control your own destiny.
Can I Do This?
Yes, you can! And you won’t be doing it alone. You’ll have many resources.

	Resource
	Help Offered

	Your Instructor
	Your instructor has student hours every week. During those posted hours, you are encouraged to drop in to ask questions about assignments, talk about your progress in the course, brainstorm ideas, talk about what it means to be a college student, and more. Your instructor wants to help you learn, but if you
aren’t there, they can’t.

	Your Classmates
	The other students in your class are one of your best sources of help because you all have the same assignments and goals. Help each other out:

· Create study groups.
· Create a group text to remind each other about deadlines.
· Form a peer review group and read each other’s essays.
· Schedule library dates to hold each other accountable for getting your work done.

	The Writing Center
	The Center for Reading & Writing Excellence is a place where you can go to meet with a tutor, use a computer to study, get a snack, or attend a workshop. The Center is located in AUDB 106.

To make an appointment,
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Let’s get started.
Essay One—Finding Your Community
The first step when we write anything is deciding what to write about. The goal of this paper is to help you do that!

What is a Proposal?
Your goal for this essay is to propose a community that you want to write about, and then justify your choice. To accomplish that goal, your essay must first provide your definition of community because what constitutes a community differs from person to person. Next, you have to prove that the community that you want to write about fits your definition. Then, you must show that you have a valid reason for wanting to write about the community you’ve chosen. For example, I want to study the community of the Fighting Unicorns roller derby team because everything I know about women’s roller derby comes from the movies, which depict this community as a group of mean, tough, violent women. I hope there is more to them than that. That’s a good reason to choose a community. On the other hand, I already belong to a sorority, so I’ll just write about that community, is not a good reason. Finally, you need to demonstrate that your community fits the requirements for this assignment: it’s safe; you can visit the physical location; it free and legal. Keep these tips in mind:

· A community can be a formal organization, or it can be a group that meets informally for some shared purpose. Both types of communities can be worth studying.

· Be creative. The more intrigued you are by your community, the more fun you will have, and the more you will learn.
Prewriting
During the prewriting phase we focus on several key issues:

· Understanding the assignment’s purpose
· Understanding the assignment’s learning objectives

Purpose
We work hard to create assignments that give you the opportunity to develop useful skills,
but if you don’t understand what those skills are I’m letting you down.
Why Am I Asking You to Do This Assignment?
We are all members of multiple communities whether we realize it or not. For example, you might belong to some of these:
· Your neighborhood community
· People with tattoos
· Immigrants
· Vegans
· People who dress up their dogs
· The left-handed
As the definition above explains, communities are groups of people united by some factor they share. But why should we care? Does it really matter what brings people together?
Yes, it does. We live in a world that does its best to separate us from one another whether by physical distance, political beliefs, misunderstandings, lack of knowledge, prejudice, etc. But humans aren’t meant to live in isolation—a lesson we all learned during COVID. By studying different communities, we can understand more about ourselves, more about others, and become more inclusive of those we don’t understand.
What Skills and Knowledge Will You Gain?
Before you can decide what “community” means to you, you must consider what it means to others. Once you decide what community means to you, you can use that knowledge to choose the community you want to research. To accomplish these goals, you will have to conduct research, question what you find, and critically analyze what it means.
How To Conduct Research
The world is full of information, but you must be able to find it. For this project we will find several types of information:
· Personal Knowledge—what life has taught us.
· Anecdotal Knowledge—what our friends and family tell us.
· Published Knowledge—what is published in articles and books.

How To Question What You Believe
The information you discover as part of your research is like a big pile of assorted candy—some of it is great and some of it should be thrown away. We will practice how to examine facts and opinions to determine which ones are valid and which ones aren’t.
How To Think Critically
Sadly, we can never assume that information we receive is accurate, truthful, or complete. To use information to act or make decisions we must be able to use our critical thinking skills to separate fact from fiction, reality from exaggeration, and incomplete from complete.
How Will Those Skills Benefit You in Your Courses, Lives, Future, And Career?
The skills you need for this task are skills you can use every day.

	
	School
	Work
	Life

	Research
	Find valid sources to answer your questions and support your
opinions.
	Find your own answers instead of relying on others.
	Be an independent learner and thinker.

	Question
	Understand concepts and facts
at a deeper level.
	Separate fact from fiction to make
informed decisions.
	Form your own opinions instead of
following others.

	Think Critically
	Understand your assignments fully.
	Solve problems effectively.
	Make informed decisions.


Drafting
During the drafting phase, we focus on the specifics of how to write a specific type of essay—in this case a learning narrative.

Task
For this task you will be using your skills of observing, interviewing, and analysis to write an essay that 
· Shares your personal definition of community
· Identifies a community you want to study for the other papers in this class
· Justifies why your choice is a good one Here is the process we will use.
What Do I Need to Do to Complete This Task and How Do I Do It?
1. Read this document carefully.
2. Write down your questions as you read. The best place to do that is in your writer’s notebook.
3. Brainstorm ideas for your essay:
a. Look at the list of 16 “Prime Your Pump” activities in your text (Page 8).
b. Use at least three of the techniques listed to develop ideas.
c. Share your ideas in class.
4. Conduct research.
a. Find different definitions of “community.”
i. Type “what is a community” into the search engine of your choice. I
use Google.
ii. Select the sources that interest you. I chose this one:
What is ‘community’ and why is it important?

b. Choose a community to study.
i. Make a list of criteria your community must meet: location (do you need to be able to walk to it?), purpose, type of activity (community service, art, athletics, social justice, etc.)
ii. Make a list of communities that fit your criteria.
iii. Narrow your list to three choices.
iv. Do some online research for your three options.
v. Make your final choice based on what you learned:
1. Which community has the best mission?
2. Which one most interests you?
3. Which one can you imagine joining?
c. Visit the community where they meet.
d. Take notes on what you see and hear.
e. Interview one or more members.
5. Write your rough draft.
6. Peer review.
7. Revise

8. Submit your essay to Canvas.
a. Save your document as a Word file.
b. Open our course Canvas shell.
c. Select “Assignments” on the left-hand navigation bar.
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d. Select “Major Assignment 1 | Finding Your Community” in the module named “Upcoming Assignments.”
e. Scroll to the bottom of the page.
f. Select “Choose a file to upload.”
[image: ]

g. Click on your file twice.
h. Select “Upload.”
[image: A green and black logo

Description automatically generated with medium confidence]
Reviewing and Revising
Once you have a complete draft, you need to take a step back, and then look at again with fresh eyes. This can be hard to do, but help is out there.
Criteria
It’s hard to know if you’ve met expectations if you don’t know what those expectations are, so we’ll try to explain.
How Should You Write Your Essay?
Every essay is different, and the steps below are guidelines, so don’t hesitate to adjust
the structure of your essay if you need to.
1. Give your essay an interesting title.
2. Write an introduction that includes
a. A hook
b. A thesis—what community do you propose to write about?
Help! Not sure how? Read pages 31, and 81 in Steps to Writing Well.
3. Write body paragraph one:
a. Summarize your personal definition of community in your topic sentence.
b. Provide evidence and examples to support your definition.
4. Write body paragraph two:
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a. Identify the community you want to study in your topic sentence.

b. Explain how your community matches your definition of community.
c. Provide evidence and examples.
5. Write body paragraph three:
a. Write a topic sentence that summarizes why your choice of community is a good one.
b. Provide support for your choice.
Help! Not sure how? Read pages 203-221 in Steps to Writing Well.
6, Write a conclusion that summarizes the main point of your essay.
Help! Not sure how? Read pages 88-92 in Steps to Writing Well.
How Will You Assess Our Work?
I use the following rubric to assess your work:
Table 1: Rubric

	Criteria
	Ratings

	Significance
	25
Exceeds Expectations
	21.5
Above Expectations
	17.5
Meets Expectations
	12
Below Expectations
	0
Does not meet
expectations
	25

	Organization
	20
Exceeds Expectations
	17
Above Expectations
	14
Meets Expectations
	5
Below Expectations
	0
Does not meet expectations
	20

	Purpose
	20
Exceeds Expectations
	17
Above Expectations
	14
Meets Expectations
	5
Below Expectations
	0
Does not meet expectations
	20

	Justification of Chosen Topic
	25
Exceeds Expectations
	18.75
Above Expectations
	12.5
Meets Expectations
	6.25
Below Expectations
	0
Does not meet
expectations
	25

	Correctness
	10
Exceeds Expectations
	8.5
Above Expectations
	7
Meets Expectations
	5
Below Expectations
	0
Does not meet expectations
	10

	
	
	
	
	
	
	Total




Let’s look at each category more closely.
Significance. The topic of a good essay always passes the “so what” test. In other words, when the reader is done, they should have a reaction other than “so what”? To pass this test, you must choose a topic that has clear significance not just for you, but also for your readers.
Organization. Every essay needs a logical structure. For this essay you were to describe both a place and the people in it. So, you probably used a spatial organization for the place (left to right, up and down), and chronological order for the actions done by the people (first, second, then). A well-organized essay also uses transitional words in sentences and transitional sentences between paragraphs.
Purpose. This essay's main purpose is to justify your choice of a community. 
Justification. The choice of community is a crucial part of your success in this course, so we need to choose carefully. You need to show that your choice meets all the criteria listed in the assignment. You also need to prove that you are really excited about your choice. 
Correctness. We all make mistakes. Our goal isn’t to find every error you’ve made and deduct points for it. Our goal is to look for patterns of errors that you repeat—especially those that make it hard for your readers to understand what you are writing. So, we
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might discover that you’ve made seven separate errors in your essay, but five of those errors are comma splices, and two are run on sentences. Neither of those errors should greatly affect your essay’s clarity, and you are only repeating two errors twice. 
Essay Two—The People and Their Place
Now that you’ve written paper one, you’ve had the chance to think critically about what “community” means to you. You’ve also chosen a specific community to study. Now it’s time to take a more scientific approach to our work and become ethnographers.


What Is an Observation Essay?
An observation essay gives your readers information about the people in your community and the place they meet, so they can feel as though they’ve been there themselves. For example, if my community was the Fighting Unicorns, a Denton roller derby team, I would attend one of their races. In my paper I would write about the race venue itself. What does it look like? Who’s there? How are they dressed? What is the emotional atmosphere? Are the people excited, bored, rowdy? What are they saying? I would describe the race itself, and I would talk to both fans and players to get a sense of why they are fans, and why they are racers. I would conclude by sharing my message with my readers: what do I want them to take away from my essay? What point was I trying to make? Here are some tips to remember:

· Describe your characters and quote what they said in the moment.
· Describe how you felt and how they felt.
· Describe what you see using colors, sounds, smells, etc.

Prewriting
During the prewriting phase we focus on several key issues:

· Understanding the assignment’s purpose
· Understanding the assignment’s learning objectives
Purpose
To be an independent learner, you must be able to find, analyze, and use information by yourself. In other words, you don’t have to depend on a teacher, supervisor, or social media comment to give you information.
The skills you learn as you write this essay will give you the tools to become a life-long learner who can think and act with confidence.
What Skills and Knowledge Will You Gain?
To study another group of people you must gather knowledge from many sources, and finding this knowledge will give you the chance to develop some important skills.
How to Observe
Life happens fast, and we all need to be able to listen closely, watch carefully, and record what we see and hear in useful notes. As part of this project, we will talk about different methods of notetaking, and how to decide what details are worth recording.
How to Interview
We depend on other people for information, but to get that information, we often must ask. We will practice writing questions that get us the information we need because if you can ask questions, you can be an independent learner.
How to Think Critically
Sadly, we can never assume that information we receive is accurate, truthful, or complete. To use information to act or make decisions we must be able to use
our critical thinking skills to separate fact from fiction, reality from exaggeration, and incomplete from complete.
How Will Those Skills Benefit You in Your Courses, Lives, Future, And Career?
The skills you need for this task are skills you can use every day.

	
	School
	Work
	Life

	Observe
	Listen and take
notes during lectures.
	Listen and take
notes during meetings.
	Learn to notice
important details that others miss.

	Interview
	Ask your instructors questions that get you the answers
you need.
	Ask co-workers questions that help you do your job more effectively.
	Ask questions and listen actively to build strong
relationships.

	Analyze
	Understand your
assignments fully.
	Solve problems
effectively.
	Make informed
decisions.


Drafting
During the drafting phase, we focus on the specifics of how to write a specific type of essay—in this case a learning narrative.

Task
For this task you will be using your skills to write an essay that
· Describes the place where your community meets.
· Shares what you learn from asking community members questions.
· Synthesizes that information to make some observations about your community and their purpose.
What Do I Need to Do to Complete This Task and How Do I Do It?
The heart of any community is the people, but the physical places where they meet also tell us a lot about what those people do and why. To get to know the people and their place, you need to do some exploring.
We’re going to break the information gathering into steps.
1. Go to the place where your community gathers, and consider these questions as you look around:
· What is the emotional atmosphere?
· What is the physical atmosphere?
· What is most memorable and why?
· Does the environment make you want to hang around or go back?
· If you had to choose one word to describe the place, what would it be?
While you’re there, take some pictures or record what you hear. You can use this
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in your essay.

2. Get to know the people:
· Do a spontaneous interview of one or two people.
· Talk to the community’s organizer.
· Take pictures and record answers—with permission.
3. Write your rough draft.
4. Peer review your draft.
5. Revise.
6. Submit your final essay to Canvas.
· Save your document as a Word file.
· Open our course Canvas shell.
· Select “Assignments” on the left-hand navigation bar.
· Select “Major Assignment 2 in the module named “Upcoming Assignments.”
· Scroll to the bottom of the page.
· Select “Choose a file to upload.”
· Click on your file twice.
· Select “Upload.”
 Reviewing and Revising
Once you have a complete draft, you need to take a step back, and then look at again with fresh eyes. This can be hard to do, but help is out there.
Criteria
It’s hard to know if you’ve met expectations if you don’t what those expectations are, so we’ll try to explain.
How Should You Write Your Essay?
Every essay is different, and the steps below are guidelines, so don’t hesitate to adjust the
structure of your essay if you need to.
1. Give your essay an interesting title.
2. Write an introduction that includes
a. A hook
b. A thesis—what community do you propose to write about?
Help! Not sure how? Read pages 31, and 81 in Steps to Writing Well.
3. Write body paragraph one:
a. Summarize what you learned from your observations of your
community’s place in your topic sentence.
b. Provide supporting description, examples, and images.
4. Write body paragraph two:
a. Summarize what you learned from interviewing members of your community in your topic sentence.
b. Provide evidence and examples. Use dialogue.
5. Write body paragraph three:
a. Write a topic sentence that summarizes what you learned from your observations.
b. Provide support for your findings.
Help! Not sure how? Read pages 203-221 in Steps to Writing Well.
6, Write a conclusion that summarizes the main point of your essay.
Help! Not sure how? Read pages 88-92 in Steps to Writing Well.

How Will You Assess Our Work?
I will use the following rubric to assess your work:
Table 2: Rubric

	Criteria
	Ratings

	Significance
	25
Exceeds Expectations
	21.5
Above Expectations
	17.5
Meets Expectations
	12
Below Expectations
	0
Does not meet expectations
	25

	Organization
	20
Exceeds Expectations
	17
Above Expectations
	14
Meets Expectations
	5
Below Expectations
	0
Does not meet expectations
	20

	Purpose
	20
Exceeds Expectations
	17
Above Expectations
	14
Meets Expectations
	5
Below Expectations
	0
Does not
meet expectations
	20

	Rhetorical Tools: Narration, Description, Dialogue,
Sensory Information
	25
Exceeds Expectations
	18.75
Above Expectations
	12.5
Meets Expectations
	6.25
Below Expectations
	0
Does not meet expectations
	25

	Correctness
	10
Exceeds Expectations
	8.5
Above Expectations
	7
Meets Expectations
	5
Below Expectations
	0
Does not
meet expectations
	10

	
	
	
	
	
	
	Total




Let’s look at each category more closely.
Significance. The topic of a good essay always passes the “so what” test. In other words, when the reader is done, they should have a reaction other than “so what”? To pass this test, you must choose a topic that has clear significance not just for you, but also for your readers.
Organization. Every essay needs a logical structure. For this essay you were to describe both a place and the people in it. So, you probably used a spatial organization for the place (left to right, up and down), and chronological order for the actions done by the people (first, second, then). A well-organized essay also uses transitional words in sentences and transitional sentences between paragraphs.
Purpose. This essay's main purpose was to describe the people and places that belong to your community. Consequently, all your content must be chosen to support your purpose: sharing details about the people and place.
Rhetorical Tools. When we describe places and people, our goal is to show rather than tell. In other words, when your readers recall your essay, they should remember
images not just words. When we show, we use dialogue and let the people in our essay speak for themselves. When we describe, we appeal to all five of the senses. We use comparisons to make the unfamiliar familiar.
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Correctness. We all make mistakes. Our goal isn’t to find every error you’ve made and deduct points for it. Our goal is to look for patterns of errors that you repeat—especially those that make it hard for your readers to understand what you are writing. So, we might discover that you’ve made seven separate errors in your essay, but five of those errors are comma splices, and two are run on sentences. Neither of those errors should greatly affect your essay’s clarity, and you are only repeating two errors twice.
Essay Three—Their Problems
Every community is affected by problems. For example, the community of the unhoused are affected by the problem of food deserts. The community of the left-handed are affected by the prevalence of right-handed design. For this essay, you will write about a problem that affects your community.
What is a Problem Essay?
In this essay, you are identifying a problem that affects your community, and then examining it from the perspective of the people it affects, your own opinions, and the opinions of the experts. Basically, you are taking a position on the problem, and then you are arguing in support of your opinion. For example, getting a concussion while playing a contact sport is a problem that should concern everyone—not just the people who play the sport. My community is a roller derby team, so, if I were writing this essay, I would argue that the risk of a dangerous head injury is not worth the thrill, or monetary reward in the case of professionals, that comes with playing a contact sport. To make my argument, I would look for published research that supports my opinion. I would also talk to the members of my community and ask their opinions. Why do they take the risk? Is it worth it? Remember these tips:

· Your own opinion is important, and you can use experiences from your own life as evidence. However, you need to back up your opinions with published research.

· Every issue has two sides, so be sure to consider other opinions and address them in your essay. This shows that you have an open mind.
Prewriting
During the prewriting phase we focus on several key issues:

· Understanding the assignment’s purpose
· Understanding the assignment’s learning objectives
Purpose
Our focus for this essay is identifying and writing about a problem that affects your community.

Remember, your goal isn’t to solve the problem. Your goal is to
· Understand the problem.
· Explore the challenges the problems pose for your community.
· Consider what actions your community is taking to solve their problem.
· Take your own stance on the situation.
You need to choose a topic that is related to your community, but you can take a broader
approach than we’ve done with our other essays:

	COMMUNITY
	PROBLEMS

	Aura Coffee Shop
	· Does global warming threaten the coffee industry?
· What is fair trade coffee?
· Can small businesses compete with the giants?

	Habitat for Humanity
	· Why are so many people unhoused
· Why is housing unaffordable for normal people?
· Does Habitat for Humanity help or hurt?

	Fantasy Football
	· Does playing fantasy football lead to gambling addictions?
· Do fantasy football organizations prey on their participants?
· Given the increasing number of
head injuries, should all football be fantasy?



What Skills and Knowledge Will You Gain?
A good argument is based on more than your personal opinions, so you’ll have to learn some important skills.

How To Conduct Research
We can do research by finding and reading published sources or by asking questions:
· What’s been published about the problem you’re exploring? Find at least two
published sources to provide data for your argument.
· What do the members of your community say about the problem? Ask questions and write down the answers.
· What does your personal experience with the community lead you to believe about their problem?
How To Consider Multiple Perspectives
Every issue can be viewed from more than one perspective. Why? Because truth doesn’t always mean just one thing. However, before we can consider other perspectives, we must discover what those perspectives are, and we can do this by learning to ask questions and take a stance.
How To Take a Stance
Once you’ve considered the possible ways of addressing a particular issue, you need to analyze what you’ve learned and take a stance based on the evidence (research) you’ve collected.

How Will Those Skills Benefit You in Your Courses, Lives, Future, And Career?
	
	School
	Work
	Life

	Research
	Find evidence to support your
opinions.
	Find evidence to support your
opinions and initiatives.
	Be a lifelong learner.

	Consider Different Perspectives
	Learn to take a broad view of every issue before you make up your
mind.
	Understand that your answer isn’t ever the only answer.
	Be open-minded and accepting.

	Take a Stance
	Stand up for what you believe.
	Be a leader.
	Be an independent thinker.


Drafting
During the drafting phase, we focus on the specifics of how to write a specific type of essay—in this case a learning narrative.

To complete this essay, you will use your skills to write an essay in which you take a stance about a problem affecting your community.
What Do You Need to Do to Complete This Task?
1. Read this document carefully.
2. Write down your questions as you read. The best place to do that is in your writer’s notebook.
3. Brainstorm ideas for your essay:
a. Look at the list of 16 “Prime Your Pump” activities in your text (Page 8).
b. Use at least three of the techniques listed to develop ideas.
c. Share your ideas in class.
4. Conduct research.
a. Find at least two published essays about the problem you selected.
i. For example, type “what is a food desert” into the search engine of
your choice. I use Google.
ii. Select the sources that interest you.
b. Consider different perspectives:
i. What perspective do the writers of the articles you chose take?
ii. What perspective do the members of your community take?
iii. What is your perspective?
c. Take a stance.
d. Find evidence to support your stance.
5. Write your rough draft.
6. Peer review.
7. Revise

8. Submit your essay to Canvas.
a. Save your document as a Word file.
b. Open our course Canvas shell.
c. Select “Assignments” on the left-hand navigation bar.
d. Select Major Assignment 3 in the module named “Upcoming Assignments.”
e. Scroll to the bottom of the page.
f. Select “Choose a file to upload.”
g. Click on your file twice.
h. Select “Upload.”
Reviewing and Revising
Once you have a complete draft, you need to take a step back, and then look at again with fresh eyes. This can be hard to do, but help is out there.
Criteria
It’s hard to know if you’ve met expectations when you don’t know what they are!
What Should a Finished Example Look Like?
1. Give your essay an interesting title.
2. Write an introduction that includes
a. A hook
b. A thesis—what is your stance?
Help! Not sure how? Read pages 31, and 81 in Steps to Writing Well.
3. Write body paragraph one:
a. Summarize the problem you are writing about in your topic sentence.
b. Provide supporting research to explain what the problem is and how it affects your community.
4. Write body paragraph two:
a. Compare the different perspectives on your problem in your topic sentence.
b. Provide evidence and examples.
5. Write body paragraph three:
a. Write a topic sentence that summarizes your stance.
b. Provide support for your stance.
Help! Not sure how? Read pages 203-221 in Steps to Writing Well.
6. Write a conclusion that summarizes the main point of your essay.
Help! Not sure how? Read pages 88-92 in Steps to Writing Well.

How Will You Assess Our Work?
	Criteria
	Ratings

	Significance
	25
Exceeds Expectations
	21.5
Above Expectations
	17.5
Meets Expectations
	12
Below Expectations
	0
Does not
meet expectations
	25

	Organization
	20
Exceeds Expectations
	17
Above Expectations
	14
Meets Expectations
	5
Below Expectations
	0
Does not
meet expectations
	20

	Purpose
	20
Exceeds Expectations
	17
Above Expectations
	14
Meets Expectations
	5
Below Expectations
	0
Does not
meet expectations
	20

	Use of Evidence
	25
Exceeds Expectations
	18.75
Above Expectations
	12.5
Meets Expectations
	6.25
Below Expectations
	0
Does not meet
expectations
	25

	Correctness
	10
Exceeds Expectations
	8.5
Above Expectations
	7
Meets Expectations
	5
Below Expectations
	0
Does not meet
expectations
	10

	
	
	
	
	
	
	Total
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Essay Four—Reflect on Your Experience
Over the past semester, you have changed and grown as a reader, writer, and student. However, you’ve also grown as a researcher, and critical thinker. Reflecting on your growth can help you make informed decisions in the future.

What is a Reflection Essay
A reflection essay is based on your own conscious investigation of how you have changed during a specific time frame for specific reasons. For this essay, the time frame is the semester, and the reason is your experience in this class. Your essay can focus on how your feelings about writing and reading have changed for the better or the worse. You can write about how you have gained confidence as a student. You can write about how your relationship with your classmates changed you. You can compare this class to previous classes to discuss why one was better than another. You should also write about how you can use what you discovered as you move forward. Will you be a better student? Why? A better person? Why? More courageous? Why? How will those changes benefit you in specific ways? Keep these tips in mind:

· Conscious reflection is a skill that you have been practicing all semester. Look over your weekly discussions and writing to find clues about how you’ve changed.

· We become better people when we learn to identify our own successes and failures. What were yours this semester? What changes will you make based on your failures? How can you consciously rely on your strengths moving forward?


Prewriting
During the prewriting phase we focus on several key issues:

· Understanding the assignment’s purpose
· Understanding the assignment’s learning objectives
Purpose
When we intentionally reflect on our past experiences, we can learn from both our successes and failures. Look back over your experience in this course and reevaluate your original opinions. How have your feelings about your community changed? How have you changed? Consider these questions:
· What did you learn?
· How have you changed?
· Did someone or something change your thinking?
· Would you still describe the community the way you did when you began this journey?
· Do you or don’t you want to continue your involvement with this community?
· What could you have done better?
· What did you do well?
What Skills and Knowledge Will You Gain?
When we self-reflect, we gain many important skills.
We Become Conscious Thinkers
It’s easy to just drift through life, but it is much better to be an active learner rather than a passive one. Passive learners never consciously think about their own progress through life. However, by thinking about your progress in 1310 you can learn how to be a better writer, student, and citizen of the world.
We Identify Areas for Improvement
Until we consciously and honestly assess what we do well, and more importantly, what we don’t do well, how can we improve? If we aren’t improving, are we standing still rather than moving forward?
We Identify Our Strengths
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It’s important to know our weaknesses, but it is equally important to know our strengths. When we know what we do well, we can rely on those skills to help us meet our goals. We can also intentionally increase our ability to do those tasks we already do well, which means we are always moving forward to a better place rather than treading water.

How Will Those Skills Benefit You in Your Courses, Lives, Future, And Career?
	
	School
	Work
	Life

	Think Consciously
	Be aware of your progress.
	Assess your own value.
	Be a lifelong learner.

	Identify Weaknesses
	Know when you need help.
	Know how to improve.
	Never stand still.

	Identify Strengths
	Make the most of what you do well.
	Do what you do best.
	Actively move forward.



Drafting
During the drafting phase, we focus on the specifics of how to write a specific type of essay—in this case a learning narrative.

What Do You Need to Do to Complete This Task and How Do You Do It?
To complete this essay, you will use your skills to write an essay in which you reflect on
what you’ve learned this semester.

1. Read this document carefully.
2. Write down your questions as you read. The best place to do that is in your writer’s notebook.
3. Brainstorm ideas for your essay:
a. Look at the list of 16 “Prime Your Pump” activities in your text (Page 8).
b. Use at least three of the techniques listed to develop ideas.
c. Share your ideas in class.
4. Reflect.
a. Take an inventory of your strengths as a writer and researcher.
b. Take inventory of your weaknesses as a writer and researcher.
c. If you could the community project over, what would you do differently?
d. What is the most valuable skill you learned?
5. Write your rough draft.
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6. Peer review.

7. Revise
8. Submit your essay to Canvas.
a. Save your document as a Word file.
b. Open our course Canvas shell.
c. Select “Assignments” on the left-hand navigation bar.
d. Select “Major Assignment 4 in the module named “Upcoming Assignments.”
e. Scroll to the bottom of the page.
f. Select “Choose a file to upload.”
g. Click on your file twice.
h. Select “Upload.”
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 Reviewing and Revising
Once you have a complete draft, you need to take a step back, and then look at again with fresh eyes. This can be hard to do, but help is out there.

Criteria
It’s hard to know if you’ve met expectations when you don’t know what they are!
What Should a Finished Example Look Like?
1. Give your essay an interesting title.
2. Write an introduction that includes
a. A hook
b. A thesis—what did you learn?
Help! Not sure how? Read pages 31, and 81 in Steps to Writing Well.
3. Write body paragraph one:
a. Summarize the weaknesses you identified in a topic sentence.
b. Provide support.
4. Write body paragraph two:
a. Summarize the strengths you identified in your topic sentence.
b. Provide support.
5. Write body paragraph three:
a. Write a topic sentence that summarizes the most important thing you learned.
b. Provide support.
Help! Not sure how? Read pages 203-221 in Steps to Writing Well.
6, Write a conclusion that summarizes the main point of your essay.
Help! Not sure how? Read pages 88-92 in Steps to Writing Well.


How Will You Assess Our Work?
	Criteria
	Ratings

	Significance
	25
Exceeds Expectations
	21.5
Above Expectations
	17.5
Meets Expectations
	12
Below Expectations
	0
Does not meet expectations
	25

	Organization
	20
Exceeds Expectations
	17
Above Expectations
	14
Meets Expectations
	5
Below Expectations
	0
Does not meet expectations
	20

	Purpose
	20
Exceeds Expectations
	17
Above Expectations
	14
Meets Expectations
	5
Below Expectations
	0
Does not meet expectations
	20

	Use of Evidence
	25
Exceeds Expectations
	18.75
Above Expectations
	12.5
Meets Expectations
	6.25
Below Expectations
	0
Does not meet expectations
	25

	Correctness
	10
Exceeds Expectations
	8.5
Above Expectations
	7
Meets Expectations
	5
Below Expectations
	0
Does not
meet expectations
	10

	
	
	
	
	
	
	Total
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community noun

commu-nity ( ke-'myii-ne-té«) )
plural communities

often attributive
Synonyms of community >

1 :aunified body of individuals: such as
a : the people with common interests living in a particular area

broadly : the area itself
the problems of a large community

b : a group of people with a common characteristic or interest living together wit
larger society
a community of retired persons
a monastic community

¢ : a body of persons of common and especially professional interests scattered
through a larger society
| the academic community
| the scientific community

d : a body of persons or nations having a common history or common social,
economic, and political interests
the international community
e :agroup linked by a common policy

f : an interacting population of various kinds of individuals (such as species) in a
common location
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a person who studies and describes the culture of a particular society or group:

+ She became an accomplished linguist and ethnographer.

« Folklorists and ethnographers grapple with how to preserve perishable, century-old audio
collections.




