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Nicole D. Smith
University of North Texas
Department of English
1155 Union Circle  #311307
Denton, Texas 76203-1307
email: ndsmith@unt.edu
Citizenship: USA and France
Employment
University Distinguished Teaching Professor, University of North Texas, 2015-present

Associate Professor, Department of English, University of North Texas, 2012-present

Assistant Professor, Department of English, University of North Texas, 2005-2012
Affiliated Faculty, Women’s Studies Program, University of North Texas, 2006-present

Education

Ph.D. in English, Rutgers University, 2005  
M.A. in English, Rutgers University, 2001 

B.A. in English (magna cum laude), Duke University, 1997 

Publications
Book

Sartorial Strategies: Outfitting Aristocrats and Fashioning Conduct in Late Medieval Literature.

University of Notre Dame Press, 2012. 281 pp.

Reviewed favorably in:


Arthuriana 23.2 (2013): 80-1


Comitatus: A Journal of Medieval and Renaissance Studies 44 (2013): 339-41


Medieval Feminist Forum 49 (2013): 88-90



Modern Language Review 109.4 (2014): 1065-66.
Renaissance Quarterly 66.1 (2013): 321-323


Speculum 88.4 (2013): 1166-7



Studies in the Age of Chaucer 35 (2013): 435-8

Articles

“The Thinking Heart of Female Spirituality and the Apostles’ Creed in A Christian Mannes 
Bileeve,” Journal of Medieval and Early Modern Studies, vol. 48 no. 2 (May 2018) 
(14,000 words)
“Crafting an Edition: From Manuscript to Print” in “What Does It Mean to Read a Text from 
Medieval England?," Open Access Companion to the "Canterbury Tales."  November 

2017. Web. https://opencanterburytales.dsl.lsu.edu/reference-approaching-medieval-texts/ (873 words)
"Middle English Lyrics, Homo vide, and A Christian Mannes Bileeve," Notes & Queries 62.1 (2015): 17-22

 (4500 words)

"Love, Peraldus, and the Parson's Tale," Notes & Queries 60.4 (2013): 498-502 (3500 words) 
 “Estreitement bendé: Marie de France’s Guigemar and the Erotics of Tight Dress,” 


Medium Ævum 77.1 (2008): 96-117. (11,697 words)
 “The Parson’s Predilection for Pleasure,” Studies in the Age of Chaucer 28 (2006): 117-140.


(11,185 words)
Reviews

Laura F. Hodges, Chaucer and Array: Patterns of Costume and Fabric Rhetoric in The Canterbury 

Tales, Troilus and Criseyde and Other Works, Review of English Studies 66.275 (2015): 

567-68. (1183 words) 
Andrea Denny-Brown, Fashioning Change: The Trope of Clothing in High- and Late-Medieval 
England, Arthuriana 24.1 (2014): 143-44. (712 words)
John Block Friedman, Brueghel's Heavy Dancers: Transgressive Clothing, Class, and Culture in 

the Late Middle Ages, Studies in the Age of Chaucer 33 (2011): 340-44. (1273 words)
Publications in Progress
Editions
A Christen Mannes Bileeve 

A critical edition of this 12,000 word unpublished and unedited text, which includes an introduction, complete textual apparatus, textual and explanatory notes, and glossary.  The series Middle English Texts (Universitätsverlag Winter, Heidelberg) has accepted the volume for publication.

The Clensyng of Mannes Soule

This unpublished and unedited late fourteenth-century vernacular penitential manual is 

known as an analogue to Chaucer’s Parson’s Tale and as a source of the Quattuor 

Sermones.  It preserved in its entirety (53,000 words) in four medieval manuscripts, and 

partially in four others.  The Early English Text Society (EETS) accepted a preliminary 
proposal for this edition on 27 September 2011 and awaits my completed edition.  The 

reader for EETS notes that the volume “would fit well alongside similar published 
medieval guides to sin and confession.” 

Awards, Fellowships, and Grants
International

2013

Alexander von Humboldt Foundation (unfunded)

National

2016

National Endowment of the Humanities Summer Stipend ($6000)

2015

American Council of Learned Societies (unfunded)

2015

Bibliographic Society of America (unfunded)

2014 

National Endowment of the Humanities (unfunded)

2013

National Endowment of the Humanities (unfunded)

2013

John F. Templeton Foundation (unfunded)

2012

Historians of British Art Publication Grant (unfunded)

2009 

American Association of University Women Short-Term Publication Grant 

(unfunded)

2008

National Endowment of the Humanities Summer Stipend (unfunded)

2007

American Association of University Women Postdoctoral Research Leave 



Fellowship (unfunded)

2007

American Council of Learned Societies Fellowship (unfunded)

2007

National Endowment of the Humanities Summer Stipend (unfunded)

2006

NEH Summer Seminar, “Cultural Construction of Sin in the Middle Ages,” 



University of Cambridge, England (funded $3,600 for travel and research)

University of North Texas

2015

University Distinguished Teaching Professor 

2015

Scholarly and Creative Activity Award ($5,000 to fund completion of A Christian Mannes 

Bileeve)
2015

Minnie Stevens Piper Professor Award Departmental Nominee
2014

President's Council Teaching Award (two awards campus-wide)
2014

UNT Student Government Association Honor Professor
2012 

UNT Teacher Scholar Departmental Nominee

2012

Graduate Research Assistantship



Granted funding by Department of English for $1000 to pay a graduate student to assist 


my work on the Clensyng of Mannes Soule
2011-2012
Research Enabling Grant ($7500)



Funding to advance research on a critical edition of the Clensyng of Mannes Soule
2011

Small Grant for Sartorial Strategies ($1000)

2011

J.H. Shelton Excellence in Teaching Award Winner ($1,500)

University-wide contest for single award

2011

Small Grant for Sartorial Strategies ($350)

2011

Recognized Faculty, Honors Day

2010 

Thomas R. Preston Award for Distinguished Undergraduate Teaching in English 



Departmental award for single recipient

2010

Junior Faculty Summer Research Fellowship (unfunded)

2009

J.H. Shelton Excellence in Teaching Award Departmental Nominee

2007-2008
Faculty Research Grant (funded $5,000 for research)

2007-2008
Junior Faculty Nominee, National Endowment of the Humanities (NEH) Summer Stipend

2007

Junior Faculty Summer Research Fellowship (funded $5,000 for research)

2006-2007 Junior Faculty Nominee, National Endowment of the Humanities (NEH) Summer Stipend

2006

Junior Faculty Summer Research Fellowship (funded $5,000 for research)

Rutgers University

2005

Catherine Moynihan prize for best essay of literary merit ($1,000)

2005

Dissertation Research Award Nominee

2005

EOF Champion’s Award, State of New Jersey Commission of Higher Education

2005

Blum Teaching Assistantship for Larry Scanlon ($14,000)

2004

Honorable Mention, Moynihan prize for essay of literary merit

2003

Blum Teaching Assistantship for Larry Scanlon ($14,000)

1999

Graduate School Grant for Summer Scholarship ($2,000)

1998-1999
Graduate Fellow ($12,000)

Duke University

1997

Senior Honors Thesis Award, Honorable Mention

1996-97
M.R. Knight Award for Excellence in Creative Writing ($7,500)

Invited Lectures 
“A Christian Mannes Bileeve, Women Readers, and Lyric Compassion,” Duke University, Durham, NC, March 6, 2017

“A Christian Mannes Bileeve, Women Readers, and Lyric Compassion,” University of North Carolina-Greensboro, March 7, 2017

“Peraldus, Pride, and Pleasure in the Canterbury Tales,” New Chaucer Society Biennial Meeting, July 2012, Portland, Oregon

"Introduction to the Canterbury Tales," Honors Master Class, Represented the Honors College for "Accepted Students Day," April 2012

“Strike a Pose: Fashion, Sin, and Pleasure in the Parson’s Tale”

UNT Medieval/Renaissance Colloquium, 27 October 2011

“Providing Constructive Feedback on Written Assignments,” UNT Teaching Excellence Seminar sponsored by CLEAR, 22 August 2011

“Sartorial Sins in Sir Gawain and the Green Knight,” 

NEH Summer Seminar, “The Cultural Construction of the Seven Deadly Sins in the Middle Ages,” Cambridge, England, 16 August 2006.

“Unnatural Sexuality and Men’s Fashion in the Parson’s Tale,” 

Study in Sexualities Program, University of North Texas, 20 February 2006.

“Sartorial Erotics in Marie de France,” Rutgers University, Department of French, 27 April 2005

Conference Activities
“A Christian Mannes Bileeve, Women Readers, and Lyric Compassion,” Pacific Ancient and Modern Languages Association, Pasadena, CA, November 12, 2016

“Popularizing Pedagogy: A Christian Mannes Bileeve, Women Readers, and Vernacular Theology”
New Chaucer Society Biennial Congress, London, England, July 2016

“Conscience and Confession” Paper Session Organizer

New Chaucer Society Biennial Congress, London, England, July 2016
"The Clensyng of Mannes Soule: An Edition in the Making"

New Chaucer Society Biennial Congress, Reykjavik, Iceland, July 2014

"Handling Sins" Thread Organizer and Panel Chair for Paper Session on "Inordinate Love"

New Chaucer Society Biennial Congress, Reykjavik, Iceland, July 2014

“Peraldus, Pride, and Pleasure in the Canterbury Tales”

New Chaucer Society Biennial Congress, Portland, OR, July 2012 

"'Transgression is not Immoral': Cross-Dressing as Virtue in the Roman de Silence"

47th International Congress on Medieval Studies, Kalamazoo, MI, May 2012

“‘Transgression is not Immoral’: Transvestism as Virtue in the Roman de Silence,”

Texas Medieval Association Conference, Southern Methodist University, Dallas, TX, 2010

“‘Where is it Going? Where has it Been?’ Directions in Scholarship on Dress in Medieval Literature,” A Roundtable Discussion, Texas Medieval Association Conference, Southern Methodist University, Dallas, TX, 2010

“Strike a Pose: Fashion, Sin, and Pleasure in Pastoral Care,” New Chaucer Society Biennial Congress, Siena, Italy, July 2010

“Pride, Penance, and Aristocratic Dress in Sir Gawain and the Green Knight,” 

43rd International Congress on Medieval Studies, Kalamazoo, MI, May 2008

“Marie de France and the Erotics of Tight Dress,” 

41st International Congress on Medieval Studies, Kalamazoo, MI, May 2006

“Immoral Chaucer,” South Central MLA, Houston, TX, 27-29 October 2005

“Politically Sound: The Englishness of Music in The Owl and the Nightingale,” 

Anglo-Saxon Studies Colloquium, Princeton University, 29 April 2005

“Fashioning Penance in Sir Gawain and the Green Knight,” 

Inter-University Dissertation Colloquium, The Princeton Club, New York City, 17 April 2005

Moderator for “Self-Hood and Interiority in Anglo-Saxon Poetry,” 

Anglo-Saxon Studies Colloquium, New York University, 25 February 2005

“The Parson’s Predilection for Pleasure,” MLA, Philadelphia, PA, 27 December 2004

“Sumptuary Laws, Clerical Uproar, and Chaucer’s Wayward (?) Parson,” 

Medieval/Renaissance Colloquium, Rutgers University, 23 March 2004

“Fashioning the Unnatural Body,” A Conference on Natural/Unnatural in the Middle Ages, Princeton University, 27 March 2004

“‘Unbokele and shewe us what is in thy male’: Men’s Fashion and Sexuality in The Parson’s Tale,” 38th International Congress on Medieval Studies, Kalamazoo, MI, May 2003

“Beowulf’s Armed Body,” South Atlantic Modern Language Association, Baltimore, MD, November 2002

Teaching Experience 

Associate Professor, Department of English, University of North Texas, 2012-present

Assistant Professor, Department of English, University of North Texas, 2005-2012
Affiliated Faculty, Women’s Studies Program, University of North Texas, 2006-present

Graduate Teaching Fellow, Department of English, Rutgers University, 2000-2005

Courses Taught at UNT

Graduate English (number of times taught)

ENGL 5020: Chaucer’s Canterbury Tales (5)

ENGL 5030: Chaucer’s Canterbury Tales (2)

ENGL 5030: Chaucer: Not the Canterbury Tales (1)

ENGL 6020: Chaucer’s Canterbury Tales (1)

ENGL 5030: Medieval Women Writers (3)

ENGL 5030: Weapons, Dress, and Sex in Medieval Literature (1)

ENGL 5750: Bibliography and Methods of Research in Literature (3)

ENGL 5910: Special Problems: Medieval First-Person Narrative (1, Jessica Hindman)

ENGL 5900: Special Problems: Bibliography and Methods of Research (1, Natalie Clark)

ENGL 5950: Master’s Thesis (2, Jessica Ward and James Stewart)

Undergraduate English (number of times taught)
ENGL 4410: Chaucer’s Canterbury Tales (15)

ENGL 3924: Medieval Women Writers (3)


Cross-listed with the Women’s Studies Program

ENGL 3430: Weapons, Dress, and Sex in Medieval Literature (3)


Listed as an approved course for UNT’s LGBT Studies minor

ENGL 3430: Early British Literature to 1780 (1)

ENGL 2322: Early British Literature Survey (2)


ENGL 4951: Honors College Thesis (Sarah Wilson; accepted to Northwestern University PhD 






program in medieval studies with full funding)

ENGL 3996: Honors College Research (Chido Muchemwa; accepted to graduate school at 






University of Wyoming with full funding)

Women’s Studies Program 

WMST 4900: Independent Study: Representations of Women in Marie de France (1, Megan Hillgartner)
Dissertation and Master's Thesis Committees

Director, Timothy Regetz, Ph.D. candidate in English (qualifying exam April 2013)

Director, Natalie Clark, Ph.D. candidate in English (qualifying exam November 2011)
Member, Cole Jeffrey, Ph.D. candidate in English (defended 18 August 2017; qualifying exam 
March 2015)

Member, Timothy Ponce, Ph. D. candidate in English (qualifying exam September 2015)
· I served on the committee for the qualifying exam; I was replaced by Jeff Doty, an expert in Tim’s field, in fall 2016; Tim defended in August 2017)

Member, Hella Bloom, Ph.D. in English (defended March 2014)
Member, Jessica Hindman, Ph.D. in English (defended Spring 2013)

Tenure-track job at Northern Kentucky University
Member, Tanya Anderson Hooper, Ph.D. candidate in English (qualifying exam Fall 2009; 

subsequently left program)

Member, Stephen Wolfrum, Ph.D. candidate in History (qualifying exam Summer 2009; 

subsequently left program)

Member, Jodi Grimes, Ph.D. candidate in English (defended Fall 2008)

Director, Jessica Ward, M.A. candidate in English (defended March 2014)

Accepted U-Tennessee Knoxville and UNC-Greensboro PhD programs with full funding
Director, James Stewart, M.A. in English (defended Spring 2011)

Accepted U-Tennessee Knoxville PhD program with full funding
Member, Chris Criswell, M. A. candidate in English (defended May 2014)
Member, John Sinor, M.A. in Interdisciplinary Studies (in progress)

Member, Brent Fisher, M.A. in Interdisciplinary Studies (in progress)
Member, Jessica Branch, M.A. candidate in History (in progress)
Member, Mark Sweeney, M.F.A. in Poetry (defended Spring 2009)

Member, Allex Crumbley, M.A. in English (defended Spring 2008)

Member, Bonnie Fox, M.A. in English (defended Spring 2008)

Member, Mina Sabih, M.A. in History (defended Spring 2008)

Member, Jennifer Culver, M.A. in English (defended Spring 2007)
Professional Service 
To the University

Mentor, UNT’s Undergraduate Research Fellowship, 2017-18

· Kaitlynn Bush

Member, Newberry Consortium Committee, 2015-present

Presenter, “Lessons Learned,” UNT Salute to Faculty Excellence breakfast, September 19, 2016
Creator and Administrator for the Certificate in Medieval and Renaissance Studies 

· Approved by University Curriculum Committee on November 21, 2013

· Administration involves creating publicity materials, maintaining web presence, approving qualifying courses, and processing certificates for students who have completed the Certificate requirements.

English Department’s Undergraduate Research Mentor to the Honor’s College, 2010-Spring 2016
· Invited by Dean Gloria Cox to represent the Honors College by hosting the only “mock” Honors class for incoming students on “Accepted Students Day” in April 2012

· Hosted a recruitment meeting for undergraduates in English for the Honors College, which resulted in several new English majors admitted to the Honors College

· Hosted "Teas with a Distinguished Professor" for Honors College students, featuring Corey Marks in Spring 2014; Garrett Sullivan (Professor of English, Penn State University), Fall 2013; Alex Pettit in Spring 2012; Marcia Staff, Professor of Business Law, College of Business, in Fall 2012; Bruce Bond, Regents Professor of English, Spring 2011; Mary Harris, Regents Professor of Education, Fall 2011
· Coordinated three research-oriented library workshops for Honors College students

· Guest lectured ten times for HNRS 1500 and HNRS 3500, Fall 2010, 2011, 2013, 2014 and Spring 2011, 2012, 2014
· Paired Honors College research fellows with English faculty for the University’s Undergraduate Research Fellowship program

· Coordinated and hosted a recruitment meeting for freshman and sophomore English majors into the Honors College

· Produced a web-based research module on literary analysis in conjunction with CLEAR for use by students across UNT

· Drafted guidelines for faculty and students writing Honors theses in English; approved by Department’s Curriculum Committee and faculty
· Proposed and drafted guidelines for a voluntary undergraduate research assistantship program in which Honors College undergraduates assist faculty with research on a volunteer basis.  The voluntary research assistantship fosters relationships between students and faculty that can further develop through English courses 2996 (supervised independent study for freshmen and sophomores), 3996 (supervised independent study for juniors and seniors), and 4951 (supervised thesis capstone course)

· Coordinated breakfast for Honors College students for Paul Menzer’s visit to recruit Honors College students to the Masters Program at Mary Baldwin College

Presenter, Women's Faculty Network, "It Matters What My Peers Think: Strategies for Optimizing Your PAC Evaluations as a Tenure or Tenure Track Faculty Member," 7 February 2014

Presenter, Teaching Excellence Seminar, sponsored by CLEAR as part of teaching fellow, lecturer, adjunct orientation, 22 August 2011

· “Providing Feedback on Written Assignments: Working with Rubrics”

· Over 50 people in attendance

· Session was recorded, and all of my materials are made available online by CLEAR through BlackBoard

One Book/One Community Discussion leader, The Bean Trees, 2008

College of Arts and Sciences

Chair, Search Committee for Director of Women’s and Gender Studies, Nov 2016-May 2017

Department of English 
Personnel Affairs Committee

· Co-chair, Promotion and Tenure, 2016-present

· Member 2012-2016
Mentor to Jeff Doty, Assistant Professor of Renaissance Literature, 2016-present

Pearla Marquez Prize selection committee 2015, 2014, 2009 (chair), 2008 

Member of Appeals Committee (David Anderson) 2015

Graduate Research Assistantship Mentor, 2013-2014

· granted $1000 from English Department to pay a graduate student to assist my work on the Clensyng of Mannes Soule and A Cristen Mannes Beleeve
Graduate English Forum: World/Literature Pedagogy, 27 January 2014

Graduate Research Assistantship Mentor, 2012-2013

· granted $1000 from English Department to pay a graduate student to assist my work on the Clensyng of Mannes Soule
Faculty Advisor, Sigma Tau Delta National English Honor Society, 2011-2016
· Host annual fall membership drive

· Coordinate Banned Book Read-Out, 9am-2pm, September 24, 2014, September 23, 2013, October 2, 2012 and September 29, 2011
· Arranged Master Class hosted by Kelly Wisecup Fall 2014 on From Sand Creek, Sigma Tau Delta’s 2014-15 common reader
· Arranged Master Class hosted by Barb Rodman Fall 2013 on We, The Animals, Sigma Tau Delta’s 2013-14 common reader

· Arranged Master Class hosted by Bonnie Friedman Fall 2012 on Ex Libris: Confessions of a Common Reader, Sigma Tau Delta’s 2012-13 common reader

· Arranged Master Class hosted by B. H. Fairchild Fall 2011 on Bellocq's Ophelia, the Sigma Tau Delta 2011-12 common reader
· Hosted master class on medieval manuscripts and paleography, Spring 2014

· Arranged master class hosted by David Holdeman on Yeats’ poetry, Spring 2012
· Annual Holiday luncheon hosted by STD students for English faculty, 2011, 2012 
· Hosted workshop on conferencing for STD members

· Coordinate workshops on applying to graduate school, submitting essays for publication, preparing CVs for the job market

Faculty Advisor, Undergraduate Research Fellowship, 2011-2012

· Mentored undergraduate research fellow (Amy DeLaughter) for the English Department's URFP.  

· Attended Scholar’s Day with Amy DeLaughter as her faculty advisor

· Amy DeLaughter’s project on The Cleansing of Man’s Soule won first prize in the juried competition

Chair, Ad-hoc Committee for Undergraduate Grade Appeal, November 2011 
Graduate Forum on Archival Research, November 28, 2011

Renaissance Search Committee, 2011-12

Undergraduate Research Mentor to the Honors College, 2010-present


(see above in service to University)

Faculty Advisor, Undergraduate Research Fellowship, 2010-2011

· Mentored undergraduate fellow (Sarah Wilson) 

· Participated in University Scholar’s Day, 14 April 2011

Coordinator, Medieval and Renaissance Colloquium, 2009-present

· I coordinate the distinguished lecture series that brings internationally renowned scholars of English literature to campus twice a year for speaking engagements and master classes for graduate students.  Responsibilities include securing funding; campus-wide publicity through interviews in campus newspaper, news postings on University news website (InHouse), producing event flyers; and coordinating the lecture, reception, and master class for students.
· Bruce Holsinger (University of Virginia), Fall 2014

· David Aers (Duke University), Spring 2014
· Garrett Sullivan (Penn State University), Fall 2013
· Stacy S. Klein (Rutgers University), Spring 2013

· Julia Lupton (UC-Irvine), Fall 2012

· Sarah Beckwith (Duke University), Spring 2012

· Bonnie Wheeler (Southern Methodist University), Fall 2011

· Kathy King (University of Montevallo), Spring 2011

· Ruth Evans (St. Louis University), Fall 2010

· Paul Yachnin (McGill University), Spring 2010

Graduate Placement Officer, 2008-2010

Member, English Website Design Committee 2008-2009

Member, Hiring Committee for Renaissance literature position, 2007-2008

Member, M.A. Examination Committee, Fall 2007

Service to the Profession
Review of English Studies, Book Reviewer 2014
New Chaucer Society, "Handling Sins" Session Coordinator (3 panels with 12 presenters, total) 
for 2014 Biennial Congress, Reykjavík, Iceland

Arthuriana, Book Reviewer, 2013

Boydell and Brewer Press, Manuscript Reviewer, 2012, 2013
Studies in the Age of Chaucer, Book Reviewer, 2011

Chaucer Review, Manuscript Reviewer, 2008

New Chaucer Society, Graduate Assistant and Webmaster, 2001-2002

Studies in the Age of Chaucer, Editorial Assistant, 2001-2002

Language Proficiencies

French (fluency in speaking, reading, and writing)
Latin
Italian  

Academic Affiliations
International Courtly Literature Society

Modern Language Association

Medieval Academy of America

New Chaucer Society

Texas Medieval Association

